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This book serves as an amplification of the Double Reed section of my book Reed Instruments: The Montagu Collection, An Annotated Catalogue (Lanham: Scarecrow Press 2001). That book had a minimum of history and other material, and also it had no illustrations, both of which lacunæ will, I hope, be rectified here. It also very considerably amplifies other material already on my website.

I should much like to thank my grand-daughter Kate Roseman for taking all the excellent photographs which will be found here, and above all my son Simon for formatting it all so creatively into a book (as he has already done to others of my books on this site) so that it can stand here as a free download for all who may find it useful.

Any reader who may be interested in the detailed dimensions of any of the instruments, should consult the Annotated Catalogue referred to above. The instruments are always available to be examined, but because almost all are in my home, this can only be by appointment; there is a contact email button elsewhere on this same website.

The Catalogue numbers for my collection are listed by a Roman numeral for the volume of the ledger catalogue and an Arabic number for the page in that volume, e.g. III for the volume and 188 for the page.


The Travelling Shawm

We can trace the distribution of the shawm around the world etymologically, simply from its name. In the Maghrib, whence it came into Europe, a common name was ghaita or raita, and the shawm travelled thence down into Nigeria with the Hausa people as alghaita. It came into Spain as gaita, and into England as the waitpipe – the waits were the town band, the town watchmen long before we used the term for those who sing Christmas carols, and they got the name of waits from the instrument that they played. The Turkish and more eastern Arabic name is zurna, and zurna or zurla is a common term in the Balkans, areas that were once part of the Ottoman Empire. In China it is sona. In Sumatra it is sarune and on some other Indonesian islands serune, and in Burma just hné. No doubt there are other names with similar sound that are beyond my ken, and equally, too, there are other quite different names. I would guess, for instance, that the Indian name of shahnai has a connection with royalty (shah-) and nai (a musical pipe of any sort), and if I am correct there, it emphasises the status of the shawm as the king of pipes or pipe of kings, rather than connecting with zurna.

As the shawm travelled, it often changed its shape, though seldom to such an extent as in Thailand where the pī nai seems to be pregnant – the internal bore, however, is the usual expanding pattern. In many areas it acquired a metal bell, perhaps because wood is expensive whereas metalwork is cheap and therefore a narrow wooden tube with a flared metal bell is more practicable than an expanding wooden bell which requires turning away on the lathe large quantities of wood from the narrow part of the body. Sometimes, as in Tibet, part of the idea is enhanced appearance, with the decorated metal bell of the rgya-gling. Some circumvent the waste of wood by making the bell separately from the body but still of wood, as in México, whither the shawm was taken by the Spanish invaders. In Burma the hné also has a separate metal bell, but instead of the bell being attached to the body as in most other places, the bell flops loosely over the end of the body. In Nepal there are several types of shawm: one is similar to the Tibetan, another to the Indian, and a third, the mvahli, is built in a curve, and therefore the wood has to be split into two halves, shaped externally, gouged out, and then glued back together, with a metal bell on the end. Like the Tibetan rgya-gling, there are spacers between the fingerholes, though these are plaited from leather rather than jewelled metal rings as they are in Tibet; whether these plaited rings are simplifications of the Tibetan rings or whether they were devised to strengthen the body in case the glue melted or dried out there is probably no way to know; perhaps both answers are correct. These spacers are replicated in the Chinese sona, though simply as waves turned on the wooden body.



  
    Figure 2-1
    [image: Reeds]
    Reed for an Indian shawm and for a Chinese sona, with an
  English penny for scale.
  


 

Reeds differ widely, also. Picken (Folk Musical Instruments of Turkey) describes the Turkish reed in detail both in its making, and botanically as a sub-aquatic rhyzome (p. 356ff). Indian reeds come from a different plant and the Chinese reeds differ again [Fig. 2-1]. What is more important is that these reeds are tubular, rather than made of two blades of cane like those of most European shawms and our oboes and bassoons. Whether the European reeds were always two separate blades as they are today, or whether they also were once tubular plant stems, there is no way to know, though such fairly clear illustrations that we have of ancient Greek auloi, do look as though they were tubular. What we also find in some areas, particularly those of Burma, Thailand, and down that long peninsula into Indonesia, are multiplex reeds, two or even four blades of palm leaf on each side [Fig. 2-2].



  
    Figure 2-2
    [image: Multiplex reed]
    Multiplex reed for a South Asian shawm.
  


 

In all cases, the reeds have to be bound into a circle so as to fit on to the top of a narrow metal staple [Fig. 2-3]. The tubular reeds are bound about a third of the length from the bottom to form a narrow waist. The upper part is flattened into a small fan shape (often they are only four or five millimetres long in total length) so that the two sides will vibrate against each other; the lower end is then naturally circular to fit on to the top of the staple. The bladed reeds are bound together at the base, again to form a circle.



  
    Figure 2-3
    [image: Staple]
    Staple for a shawm, probably Chinese.
  


 

 One further anomaly is that in parts of Indonesia, where shawms often come in pairs of tenor and treble, the tenor has a double reed whereas the treble has a single reed, a tube with a slit cut to form a tongue that beats against the rest of its body. The only other place that I know of where a shawm is played with a single reed, is in Hungary, where a goose quill, with a tongue cut in its side is sometimes used instead of a normal Turkish-style double reed. Elsewhere in the Balkan peninsula a Turkish style tubular double reed is the norm.

The staple is a narrow tube, often only a millimetre and a half or so in diameter, expanding in bore and a couple of centimetres or so long, though occasionally, as in Nigeria, far longer. Usually it is lapped with thread and put straight into the top of the bore of the body, but in some cases, in Tibet for example, it is part of an elaborate structure of staple, pirouette, and two hollow and pierced balls. The Chinese shawms have a much simplified version of this.

The pirouette or lip-plate is common worldwide. Players that I have spoken to in Turkey say that it is only needed when either the player has no teeth or is dancing while he is playing, as is common in many folk cultures, such as Turkey, Greece, and elsewhere. There is always a risk while dancing and playing at the same time, that one may bump into another dancer, and nobody wants a shawm forced back down one’s gullet – the pirouette will prevent that from happening.

But the shawm is a high pressure instrument, and keeping the lips sealed round the narrow staple is difficult, for, as noted above, the reed is inside the mouth, not between the lips, and it is much easier to maintain that seal when the lips are pressed against the pirouette. So much so that in some places, such as Java and neighbouring islands, the pirouette becomes a real lip plate right across the mouth, and even extending across the cheeks to support them, like the phorbeia, the cloth strap that the ancient Greeks tied across their cheeks to support them and prevent excessive distension. Pirouettes can be made of anything – the Tibetan ones are large discs of silver or brass, but I have seen discs of plastic, bits of tin roughly cut out, and quite often a pierced coin. Sometimes they are soldered to the staple, or rest against a ring support soldered to the pirouette, but often they are held in place just by the conicity of the staple itself.

As stated above, shawms differ in shape and type, but only rarely, so far as I know, does one find different types within the one culture. In Thailand there are at least four types, the pī nai, which is indigenous and comes in three sizes of which mine is the treble, the pī chawa, resembling the Javanese type, the pī mon which derives from the Burmese Mon people, and the pī chanai, which derives from the Indian shahnai. I am lucky to have examples of all four. In Nepal, as well, there is more than one type, one the curved example described above and another very similar to the Indian shahnai. India, being of course a sub-continent rather than a single country, also has many different types.



  
    Figure 2-4
    [image: Moroccan Ghaita with fork]
    Forked head, pirouette, and body of a Moroccan Ghaita, III 188.
  


 

And there is one special Ottoman type, which is covered in detail in another post on this website, the forked shawm. Briefly, instead of a normal expanding bore, most of the bore is cylindrical save for the terminal bell flare, but the staple is fixed into a wooden fork which fits into the top of the bore, and can usually be easily seen due to being made of a different wood and therefore a different colour from the body of the shawm. This fork forms a brief stepped cone [Fig 2-4]. The first step is the staple, a brief cone, then a short cylinder through the top of the fork opens out to the second step, the top of the opening coinciding with the first fingerhole. The third step is another opening at the back of the bore, level with the thumbhole. The fourth step is between the tines of the fork, and the last step is the ends of the tines. All this together forms a stepped cone, just like the very simple Indian one with the bits of tubing stepped into each other, and the fork renders the whole instrument acoustically expanding. Such steps do not need to be circular; as with the second to fourth steps here, they are capsule-shaped, straight-sided but curved at each end, and nevertheless fully effective. These forked shawms are found all over the area of the Ottoman Empire, up through the Balkans, and into the Caucasus at one end and beyond, and right across Northern Africa to Morocco at the other end. One shawm, without a fork, in Laurence Picken’s collection is clearly very old but cannot be dated, and this has an expanding bore and a wide bell, very like those shawms that appear in Carpaccio’s painting in Venice in the early 1500s, so at least we can be fairly certain that the fork is later than that date, but how much later we do not know. Nor do we know when and where the fork was invented, but a good guess is in the late eighteenth or early nineteenth century, and very possibly in Istanbul or else almost certainly somewhere in Turkey, perhaps in a centre of shawm-making such as Gaziantep.



  
    Figure 2-5
    [image: Syntagma Musicum shawms]
    Shawms from Prætorius's Syntagma Musicum, 1619.
  


 

In Europe, we differ from other peoples because we can never leave things alone; we tinker, we modify, we change. So, instead of just bombard, or tenor, and treble shawms, such as we see in many pictures with a sackbut as the alta band for the basse danse and other situations in the later Middle Ages, in the Renaissance we have whole families of shawms as we can see in Prætorius’s Syntagma Musicum, vol. 2. Most of the shawms appear on his plate XI [Fig. 2-5] but the great bass was so long, about 10.5 of his Brunswick feet (his foot is 285.4mm long), that it appears on the fold-out of plate VI. Including the crook, that’s well over three metres in total.



  
    Figure 2-6
    [image: Syntagma Musicum curtals]
    Curtals from Prætorius's Syntagma Musicum, 1619.
  


 

Instruments such as the bass and great bass shawms were so awkward to handle, and impossible for any walking band, that they spawned a whole new family, the curtals or dulcians (Fagott is Prætorius’s name for them on his plate X) [Fig. 2-6], where the bore was doubled back into one piece of wood to halve the physical length.



  
    Figure 2-7
    [image: Laurence Wright]
    Reproduction Renaissance shawm by Laurence Wright, VII 86.
  


 

We have no surviving shawms from this period in Britain, but of course many makers have made reproductions for the various Early Music ensembles. Laurence Wright of Llanfairpwll made one for me (VII 86), but since he did not possess a lathe, it was made in two halves and glued together. It looks quite convincing [Fig. 2-7], and may even be a viable instrument. Very recently 3D printed shawms are becoming available from Ricardo Simian of the Aktienmühle Workshop in Basel.

The main question around the shawm in the Renaissance is how loud was it? The non-European shawms that we have been looking at had, as we’ve seen and shall see again in the illustrations below, the lip-plate style of pirouette, if any, with the reed wholly in the mouth. The result is that very loud sound, full of upper harmonics, that rings within the ear, but the Renaissance Schalmei or Pommer had a wooden block pirouette into which the base of the reed was set – the staple did not project above the pirouette as with the exotic shawms but was sunken into it. So did the lips then grip the reed? If so, this cuts out many of the overtones, reduces the volume of the sound, and eliminates the ringing in the ears. This was how David Munrow used to play the shawm with us in the early music ensemble Musica Reservata in the great Italian Istampitas and other pieces, he on the shawm and I on the big tabor, and to my ear it sounded like a dyspeptic cor anglais rather than a shawm. But was that perhaps how it really sounded then? We have no way to tell.

 It was still a loud instrument, louder than what was really wanted for Lulli’s court ballets in which Louis XIV participated in the early Baroque period. Shawms were all very well in the gardens of Versailles or even in the courtyards of the royal palaces such as the Louvre, but dancing outdoors there would be no fun when winter and rain set in. Once indoors even a quieter Early Baroque shawm would have been a bit much. And so the modern hautbois was invented in the latter part of the 1600s. It kept the name hautbois, the loud wood, just as did the fagot or basson, but the instrument changed into a narrower bore, with a longer and more delicate reed, very definitely lip-controlled, and a quieter sound. Which came first, hautbois or basson, we are unsure, quite possibly the bassoon, though the recorder and transverse flute came before either.

Thereafter, these instruments were moderate enough in sound that they could join with the royal band of string instruments and so create what was to become the nucleus of our modern symphony orchestra, first more tentatively with Rameau and Purcell, then more positively with Bach and Handel, and then finally coalescing into the orchestras of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven.

Having surveyed all this history, etymology, and evidence of travel, let us now look at a survey of some of the surviving types of shawm as they are spread around the world. We have no modern shawms in Britain, save for those in a bag, and here of course the Highland bagpipe is known worldwide, as are others such as Northumbrian small pipes, even if the rest of the English bagpipes have died out.


The Shawm in Europe and Central America



  
    Figure 4-1
    [image: Bombardes]
    Two Breton Bombardes, left IX 94; right I 174.
  


 

Even though we have none in Britain, we do have a near neighbour, the Breton bombarde [Fig 4-1]. This is now louder than it once was, for it was and still is used along with biniou, the Breton bagpipe, but the old medium-loud biniou has today given way to a copy of the Scots highland pipe, the biniou braz, and therefore it has had to grow louder to match it. I have two of these: the first (I 174), on the right, is a cheap instrument, made in Rennes, with plastic ferrules and bell ring, which I bought in a music shop in Quimper along with a tutor for it. My wife and I had toured Brittany back in the early 1960s, hoping to find an older bombarde, and possibly even a biniou, but without success, so this was the best I could then get. The other (IX 94), on the left, which I bought from a stall at one of the Early Instrument Exhibitions in London, is of better quality without plastic. Each has seven fingerholes, the former having the lowest hole covered by a key whereas the latter has the lowest hole offset for the right little finger.



  
    Figure 4-2
    [image: Dultzaina]
    {Basque Dultzaina by Jose Manuel Agirre of Tolosa, XII 146.
  


 

The Portuguese shawm is all-but extinct, surviving only spasmodically today and only in the mountainous areas of the north of the country, though there are some signs of a revival, but in Spain the shawm still flourishes. In Euskal Herria, the Basque country, it is still so popular that at least one maker, Jose Manuel Agirre of Tolosa, is making the dultzaina (XII 146) of a black resin plastic with non-ferrous white metal ferrules at each end and another ferrule between the lowest fingerhole and the 2 lateral vents on the bell [Fig 4-2]. A chain links the pirouette, shown inset as a detail, which is pierced with a diamond-shape hole to go over the reed, to the end of the bell-mount, which is saw-toothed and folded in over the end of the bell. There is a thumbhole and seven fingerholes, the lowest of which is offset for the right little finger. The staple is thick, sharply conical, oval in section, and thickly lapped with cork at the lower end to fit into the socket at the top of the bore. The reed of arundo donax is shaped like that of a bagpipe chanter and it is scraped rather like that of a bassoon, with corner nicks. I watched Mr Agirre put the whole instrument together from parts taken from a series of boxes, all prefabricated, plus a zipped nylon gig bag and two reeds in a reed case. He also makes tambourines, tabors, and side drums to his own design and processes, and a txirula-like pipe, and he plays in a folk group and gave me a CD and cassette of their performance.



  
    Figure 4-3
    [image: Basque gaita]
    {Basque Gaita, probably from Navarre, XII 54.
  


 

I have another Basque shawm (XII 94), which is probably a Navarrese gaita [Fig 4-3], with the same fingerhole distribution but this time all of wood. It lacks its staple and reed and it was bought in an antique shop at Irún, near the Franco-Spanish border, by Sabin Bikandi Belandia, then the town piper of Bilbao, who gave it to me in exchange for another instrument; it was also he who had taken me to Mr Agirre’s workshop.



  
    Figure 4-4
    [image: gralla sec]
    Catalan Gralla sec by Xavier Orriols of Vilanova, XI 170, with detail of the reed.
  


 

Moving to the other side of northern Spain, an important Catalan shawm is the gralla sec (XI 170). This is played when the human towers are being created and also in processions with the gegantes, those giant figures that are supported by men on stilts. There is also a gralla dolç, a quieter version with four keys, but the gralla sec, which is used for all occasions, is the more important [Fig 4-4]. This one was made and given to me by Xavier Orriols (also Aurriols) of Vilanova, a small port south-east of Barcelona. It is stamped Palamerar (his trade name) / [leaf pattern] / Vilanova. There is a thumbhole and six fingerholes and there are two white-metal bands round the bell and a ferrule round the reed socket. The reed is unusual in that it is spade-shape [shown inset] rather than the usual V-shape and it is also larger than most other reeds. It is carved from arundo donax in two separate pieces which are then tied together, rather than being gouged in one piece and folded over and then separated like an oboe or bassoon reed. The staple is of brass, quite thick, and it is sharply conical with a thick cork lap at the base, hence the very wide reed socket at the top of the instrument. The gralla sec is the characteristic shawm of the north of Catalunya and up into Andorra, whereas the dolçaina of the Pais València is that of the south. These are the standard folk and semi-professional instruments, whereas the tiple and tenora of the sardana coblas, which are shawms with oboe-like keywork, are the instruments of the professional and commercial bands. As well as the gralla, Xavier gave me a spare reed (not on a staple) and two pages of measured drawings of how to make the reed.



  
    Figure 4-5
    [image: Dolçaina]
    Two Dolçaina from Pais Valencia, left I 186; right XI 100.
  


 

I have two examples of the dolçaina of the Pais València [Fig 4-5]. The first, on the right, is a cheap example that I bought from Michael Morrow (I 186), whereas the other, on the left, is of much better quality (XI 100). It was presented to me, after I gave a lecture there, by Vicent Torrent. Why these, and the Basque dultzaina, should have this name is a puzzle, for their sound is the very opposite of dulcet – gralla apparently means jackdaw and that is a far more appropriate name for a shawm! The dolçaina is slightly shorter than the gralla and has a more widely expanding bore; the reed staple, which is made of quite thick brass, also expands more widely. Each dolçaina has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes with the lowest offset to the right. The reed of I 186 is of a softer material than the arundo donax of the gralla but it also is made from two blades rather than folded and cut, whereas those for XI 100 are of arundo donax and look like large oboe reeds.



  
    Figure 4-6
    [image: Large chirimía]
    Mexican Chirimía from the Isthmus of Tuantepec, V 186.
  


 

It was from Spain back in the sixteenth century that similar shawms went to the Americas with the Conquistadors. There they were copied by the local peoples, as were other European instruments, and they are still made and played there today. The copies today are rather more roughly made than the Spanish, and while all the previous examples (except for the prefabricated dultzaina) were turned on a lathe and the bore reamered, these appear to have been hand carved, at least so far as the bell of the next shawm is concerned, for knife-marks can be seen on the interior. This chirimía (V 186) came from the Isthmus of Tuantepec, México [Fig 4-6]. Judging from the width of the staple socket, the staple, which is missing, must have been quite long. The bell was made separately and the six fingerholes appear to have been burned through the wood. It was bought from Maurice Byrne who had bought it from a stall in the Portobello Road in London.



  
    Figure 4-7
    [image: Small chirimía]
    Mexican Chirimía from Oaxaca, VIII 234.
  


 

The next is even rougher. It came from Oaxaca in southern México (VII 234). The wood is also quite rough and the bore is barely expanding save for the last 30mm or so of the bell [Fig 4-7]. Again the staple, which must have provided the necessary expansion, is missing. Both these shawms are given a location here by comparison with illustrations of others which are of known origin, and each appears to be of some age and to have been well used. This latter one has seven fingerholes, all burned in, and two vents near the bell. It was given to me by Tony Bingham, as was the next instrument.



  
    Figure 4-8
    [image: Small shawm]
    Small shawm, probably from Italy, VII 232.
  


 

An unlocated shawm (VII 232) might be Italian, since everything else with it in a box was certainly Italian save for the previous shawm. However, I have never seen anything that resembled it, so the location remains uncertain. It also is quite roughly made and it is hand-carved, not lathe-turned, with a brass collar over the proximal end which is sharply shouldered at that point [Fig 4-8]. The plane of the bell end is not at right angles to that of the body length and it is made of black-painted white wood and it has six fingerholes, which are not bored in a straight line. The fingerholes are not drilled nor even burned, for each hole is conical through the wood, and it is clear that they were bored with a knife. A copper wire was twisted round the body in a groove between the third and fourth fingerholes before the instrument was painted, perhaps by someone who thought to hang it up. If that were so, then the paint is unlikely to be original, and the instrument is somewhat of a mystery all round!



  
    Figure 4-9
    [image: Ciaramella]
    Italian Ciaramella, IX 34.
  


 

But the next is certainly Italian, a normal ciaramella [Fig 4-9], such as is played with the bagpipe zampogna for the traditional music of the Abruzzi. These groups of bagpipe and shawm come down into Rome at Christmas time and play on street corners. This shawm (IX 34) has a high thumbhole (i.e. higher than the topmost fingerhole, whereas thumbholes are normally between the uppermost and second fingerholes) and eight fingerholes, the lowest of which is likely to be a vent, plus one vent lower on the body and two vents on the bell. This high thumbhole position is typical of bagpipes, also. The bell vents appear to be additions for they look as though they were knife-cut. All the holes point downward from the inside towards the outside. The bell is a separate section and it is attached to the body with a very coarse hand-cut screw thread. It was bought from a stall at the Early Music Exhibition one year, and Jonathan Swayne kindly provided me with two suitable reeds for it.

The zampogna has a very large bag with two expanding bore chanters and usually two cylindrical drones, all with double reeds, though there are also single-reed versions, and children play toy versions of these with each pipe, mouthpipe, chanter, and drone, all of reed, set into a rubber balloon. Its name derives from the Greek sumponia and this is why some translations of the book of Daniel in the Bible include a bagpipe in Nebuchadrezzar’s orchestra, for each list of instruments there includes a slightly different Aramaic version of that word. Handel was transcribing the sort of music that they play in his ‘Pastoral Symphony’ in Messiah, though his version is much quieter than the sounds of the original street music.



  
    Figure 4-10
    [image: Tárogató]
    Modern reconstruction of a Hungarian Tárogató by József Bige of Budapest, V 192.
  


 

Moving further eastwards, we come to a somewhat bogus version of a shawm. The Hungarian tárogató was a traditional shawm that was deemed to be so exciting an instrument that its use was banned under the Austro-Hungarian monarchy for fear of uprisings against the Austrian hegemony. Schunda provided a nineteenth-century substitute, a wooden soprano saxophone with a single reed mouthpiece, which is still widely used in traditional Hungarian bands. With the instrument here (V 192), invented in the second half of the twentieth century, József Bige of Budapest has devised something much closer to an oboe, with a reed exactly like that of the oboe on a staple 80 mm long. There is a high thumbhole and seven fingerholes of varying diameters, spacing, and alignment, and one dorsal vent [Fig 4-10]. The thumbhole is lined with a tube that projects into the bore, like that of a clarinet, to avoid being clogged by moisture running down the bore. The sound, as one might expect with an oboe-type reed formed on a very long, narrow, cork-lapped, metal staple, is also oboe-like, and I doubt whether it was ever very successful. It was bought, out of interest in a peculiarity, in a music shop in Amsterdam.



  
    Figure 4-11
    [image: Occitan tenor]
    Perhaps an Occitan tenor shawm or folk oboe, marked Couserans, Renat, XIV 10.
  


 

Another oddity (XIV 10) seems to be a form of folk oboe, and the separate bell is oboe-like in shape, with a vent on each side. There is another vent immediately above the bell. Round the inside of the bell is the mark Couserans in ink, and another inked mark Renat, written vertically, neither of which mark is otherwise known, though Couserans is a name common in southern France, towards the Pyrenees. The instrument [Fig 4-11] is about the size of an oboe and it is possible that it is a tenor to a form of oboe-like southern French shawm that is used in that part of the world, astride the Occitan Franco-Spanish border country, perhaps as some semi-urban equivalent of the Catalan tiple and tenora of the sardana band. The instrument is made of pale brown wood, probably boxwood, with decorative ring-turning at various points. There are six fingerholes, without a thumbhole, plus the three vents mentioned above; all the holes appear to have been burned or to have been drilled at such speed that the drill bit has scorched the wood. The top of the bell joint has a brass ferrule, but the joint between the two hands has none; just some turned rings; each joint is a normal tenon and socket. It was bought at the Gardiner Houlgate auction on 20 March 2009, lot 120, again for interest in a peculiarity.


The Shawm in the Ottoman Empire and Africa



  
    Figure 5-1
    [image: Macedonian zurla]
    Two Macedonian zurla from Skopje, IV 160 and 162.
  


 

Moving east into the Ottoman Empire area, we come to a pair of far more traditional instruments, a pair of zurla from Skopje in what is now called North Macedonia, one of the republics that for a while formed Yugoslavia. These (IV 160 and 162) are tenor and treble, a matched pair of unstained wood, each with a sheet-metal pirouette soldered to the staple and each with fragments of a broken reed of the Turkish type [Fig 5-1]. These are forked shawms, with a cylindrical bore save for the bell, and a wooden fork in the top which renders them acoustically expanding, as has been briefly described above, so that they overblow octaves. Each has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes and seven small vents, often referred to as devil-holes, and the fork reaches down to the third fingerhole. These are old, well-used instruments and they were bought from Vasily Hadjimanov of Skopje, after he visited us in London in 1967 following the IFMC Conference of that year in Ostend. The only difference between the two, other than size, is that the interior of the bell of the tenor has been painted black. They are played together for dance and other music, with the accompaniment of the Turkish-style drum tupan, in the normal Ottoman manner of heavy beater on the strong beats and light beater on the weak beats, a style of drumming that is imitated in the alla turca music of our Classical period, for example Haydn’s Military Symphony, Mozart’s Il Seraglio, and Beethoven’s Ninth.

This is our first step into the Ottoman world, for North Macedonia is still predominantly part of the Ottoman Muslim world, and we move from here into Turkey, where the device of the forked shawm probably originated, and thereafter all along the Mediterranean coast of North Africa to Morocco.



  
    Figure 5-2
    [image: Turkish zurna]
    Two modern Turkish zurna, XIV 8a with fork inset and 8b.
  


 

I bought two Turkish zurna (XIV 8a and 8b) at the same Gardiner Houlgate sale as the Couserans instrument above, lots 118 and 119; the two look as though they had both been made by the same maker and appear to be brand new [Fig 5-2]. The first is of dark wood, with the fork either jammed or glued in place, and I have not tried to force it to move. It has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes and there are five very small devil holes on the bell, three of which are frontal with one on each side. There are some incised rings on the body and it has quite a wide bell. The second is similar, though it is of paler wood and slightly larger. The fork can be moved and it has the same number of fingerholes, though there are only four devil holes, two of them frontal and one on each side.



  
    Figure 5-3
    [image: Modern zurna]
    Two modern Turkish-style zurna, perhaps from Kurdish Iraq, XI 36a and 36b.
  


 

Two more Turkish-style shawms (XI 36a and 36b) are also brand new. They were bought for me by Captain Steve Gaherty of the US Air Force (his wife, Cathy, was our Music Faculty Librarian; hence the connection) while he was supervising arrangements for feeding Kurds in Northern Iraq after the Gulf War. Each has the fork (36a’s is shown), each has a staple but no pirouette, which he was told was to be made by the player, often from a coin, if he needs one [Fig 5-3]. Each has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes and only three very small devil holes, in a straight frontal line. Each has a smooth curve to the bell and a slight flare to the head. 36a is slightly the larger and of paler wood whereas 36b is darker and smaller. They are not a pair.



  
    Figure 5-4
    [image: My first zurna]
    My first Turkish zurna, VII 22.
  


 

My first Turkish shawm (VII 22) was bought for me by Tony Bingham as a gift in a street market in Istanbul. It is of apricot wood, and is painted black externally [Fig 5-4]. Like all Turkish zurna it has a much sharper bell curve than the Macedonian zurlas above and than the North African shawms, to which we will come. It has the fork, a thumbhole and seven fingerholes and there are seven devil holes, with all the holes drilled horizontally through the wood, again as is usual in Turkey. Hamdi Ataoglu kindly bought me a staple for it, with a yellow plastic pirouette, and some reeds on my behalf when he was in London, for there are Turkish musicians living and playing there.

As in so many places, the shawm is one of the main melodic instruments of the culture for outdoor music of all sorts, and especially for dance music and festivities of all kinds, including weddings. It is also the chief melodic instrument for military bands (other than the more recently acquired European-style military bands), and its history in the area can be seen for many centuries in the Persian paintings of military occasions.



  
    Figure 5-5
    [image: Mizmar]
    Egyptian mizmar from Assiut, VIII 36, with detail of
  fork.
  


 

Travelling westward the next shawm is a mizmar from Assiut in Egypt (VIII 36). This is a much older instrument that has been well-used in the past [Fig 5-5]. It has the fork, thumbhole and seven fingerholes, all fairly rough, and nine devil holes, even rougher, in three lines of three. The body is covered with a leather sleeve, which must be from an animal’s tail or leg, for there is no seam, with a brass collar, crudely soldered at the back, covering the top of the sleeve. Below the sleeve there is a plated metal ring and then a narrow rubber ring. A blank plated metal plaque is nailed to the bell. A metal (probably aluminium) garland, over the end of the bell, covers a crack which has been glued and stapled; it is very possible that the leather sleeve also covers a crack, for there is no other reason for its presence. It was bought for me by Gwen Plumley in Assiut, and she also bought me seven spare reeds in a tin in Cairo “from the players in the folk band at the Meridien Hotel”.

Regrettably I have no shawms from Libya, Tunisia, nor Algeria, but I have a number from my visits to Morocco, a country that is rather safer for Jewish visitors to go to than are those other three countries.

The first Moroccan ghaita that I got (III 188) was in an antique shop in Ostend, during the IFMC Conference there in 1967. It has a wide pirouette of bone with a circular hole in the centre and lateral slots on each side of the hole to pass over the reed, but the staple does not have a pirouette rest; its position is fixed by the conicity of the staple. There is a thumbhole and seven fingerholes and there are seven small vents in the bell, all of which are sloping downwards through the wood, downwards from inside to outside, in contrast with the Turkish style where they are drilled horizontally through the wood. There is a brass dentated garland on the end of the bell. The instrument is now on loan in the Bate Collection and it is exhibited there ‘exploded’, with the fork and the pirouette removed and displayed beside it, as we saw earlier in figure 2-4.



  
    Figure 5-6
    [image: Agadir Ghaita]
    Moroccan ghaita, bought new from the maker in Agadir, IX 188.
  


 

That ghaita is rather more elegant in appearance than my other Moroccan shawms, for it is made from polished brown wood, whereas all the others are stained blackish. All of my other Moroccan ghaitas have these same thumb- and seven fingerholes and seven devil holes, arranged in a horizontal row of three, then a single hole and then another row of three. One (IX 188), was bought new from the maker in the shuk in Agadir [Fig 5-6], and a second (VIII 44) is much older.



  
    Figure 5-7
    [image: Old Moroccan Ghaita]
    Moroccan ghaita, much older, VIII 44.
  


 

Its bell is covered with a ferrous tin-plate garland to seal a crack, which is further sealed with wax in the interior [Fig 5-7]. The inside of the bell was clearly knife cut rather than lathe turned. It came from the detritus of the World of Islam Exhibition and was marked Morocco 33. It was bought at Sotheby’s (20/11/1980, lot 198), who lost the staple and reed during the sale; it had been there when I viewed it but had vanished between when I saw it and bid for it and collected it after the sale, and has now been replaced.



  
    Figure 5-8
    [image: North African Ghaita]
    North African ghaita, perhaps not Moroccan, XII 118.
  


 

A third (XII 118) is rather more slender and was found uncatalogued so that I have no memory of where I got it. It may not be Moroccan because the fingerholes are drilled horizontally like the Turkish, not sloping down like the other Moroccan ones, but on the other hand the bell flare is quite slight, like the Moroccan, not sharply flared like the Turkish, but with a terminal ‘bead’, which is shown by itself in figure 5-8. A bit of a mystery, and perhaps it is from a different North African country. It has a thumbhole, seven fingerholes, seven devil holes, and quite short tines to the fork.



  
    Figure 5-9
    [image: Three ghaitas]
    Three of these shown together for comparison.
  


 

All three of these are also shown together for comparison in figure 5-9.



  
    Figure 5-10
    [image: Rhaita]
    Moroccan rhaita from Jajouka in the Rif mountains, with detail of top, XIV 94.
  


 

The fourth (XIV 94) was found on the Oxford Market and was sold to me by a woman who said she had bought it from the village of Jajouka (aka Joujouka) near Ksar-el-Kabir in the Ahl Srif mountains of the southern Rif mountains of northern Morocco. This is the home of the Master Musicians of Jajouka, a well-known rhaita ensemble of trance music, one of whose cassettes of such music I have had for many years, with the extraordinarily exciting sound of massed shawms. Instead of a fork it has a wooden insert set into the head of the instrument, slightly too tightly so that it has split the head with a crack [Fig 5-10 and detail of top]. It is impossible to see what effect the insert has, but it must provide some conicity to the bore to permit it to overblow octaves. The fingerholes appear to be unfinished – the inner ends of most are slightly hairy, and it may be that the head split before all else was done and therefore it was never completed.



  
    Figure 5-11
    [image: Quieter ghaita]
    Moroccan quieter ghaita, bought in Essaouira, XII 294.
  


 

The last (XII 294) is different. It has a much narrower bell than usual, and it was said by the vendor, in the shuk in the Old City of Essaouira in Morocco, to be used as a quieter shawm. It has the fork and the usual number of fingerholes and vents, and is made of very light-weight wood, stained dark brown, and the lathe-turning of the head is almost as though to disguise the presence of the fork. There is also a European-style baluster turning at the bell [Fig 5-11]. The pirouette soldered on to the staple is a French brass coin dated around 1968 of an unknown number of centimes. It was bought in April 2002.

When the Fulani peoples, who include the Hausa and other Muslim tribes, passed down around the eighth century through Morocco and Mauritania into West Africa, they introduced there their long metal trumpets, the kakaki. These trumpets were then adopted in Morocco, where they are called alnafir; and it was from there that they travelled up into Spain, as the añafil, and thence throughout Europe. We do not know whether the Fulani also introduced shawms there, ghaita and rhaita, or whether they acquired them there. Certainly the Hausa and similar Muslim tribes are one of the few West African peoples who do play shawms, as do so many other Muslim peoples around the world, and they call them by the Maghribi name of algaita. Because the body is covered by leather it is difficult to ascertain how they are made; some of mine appear to be in one piece, upper body and bottle-bell, but others feel through the leather that they may be sectional. The material of the body looks to be more fibrous than most woods and may perhaps be palm wood, or possibly even a section of a bottle-shaped calabash.



  
    Figure 5-12
    [image: alghaita]
    Three Nigerian alghaita, left XII 120; centre V 182 from Zaria City, and right an older example I 192, missing its staple.
  


 

My oldest (I 192) is covered in red leather. There is a thumbhole and four fingerholes, with the thumbhole exactly opposite the uppermost fingerhole, so that they are bored straight through the front and the back. There is a small amulet under the leather at the top of the bell. The bore is all knife-carved, not lathe-turned. There should be a long metal staple with a pirouette, such as can be seen with two of the others, but that staple is missing from this shawm. An old label inside the bell is marked Evan Thomas Collection, no. 759; I bought it from Page Phillips, in Kensington Church Street. The only Evan Thomas Collection that I have been able to trace is of correspondence between the Admiral Sir Hugh Evan-Thomas and Captain Scott on polar matters, and this seems to be an improbable source for this instrument.

It is shown on the right and beside it, in the centre of figure 5-12, is a much more modern example (V 182), complete with its long staple and pirouette, which was made for me by the Emir of Zaria’s algaita-maker through the kindness of the Gidan Madauchi Zazzau Ibrahim Bagudu of Zaria City. The thumb- and fingerholes are the same as on the previous example, but are much further down the body than on that instrument, and also this one seems to be made of wood rather than of palm or gourd, and only the upper part of the body is leather-covered. The holes are burned rather than drilled, and this may also have been true of the previous algaita. A Madauchi’s position in relation to the Emir is roughly the equivalent to that of a Vizier to the Caliph in the legends of the Arabian Nights, and I was introduced to this one by the kindness of David Ames. The Madauchi Ibrahim became the source of a number of instruments in my collection.

Another algaita (XII 120), shown on the left in figure 5-12, was acquired a number of years ago but was not then catalogued because it was very badly wormed; I sealed it into a polythene bag for safety and later froze it to kill any remaining insects. It has five fingerholes and no thumbhole, all rough cut through leather and wood. The top 71mm is a separate piece of wood and includes the uppermost fingerhole, which is, as usual, well separated from the others; the lowest is blocked with a stopper made of a piece of gourd. The body is covered in brown leather, the bell in red leather. A long metal staple, also leather covered, is attached to the body by a leather ribbon. The greater length and the different fingerhole pattern suggests that this may not be Nigerian but might come from a neighbouring country with a similar Muslim culture, or else possibly from a different Emirate also in Nigeria.


The Shawm in South Asia

I regret that I have no shawms to show from Central Asia — I have nothing between Turkey and the Indian sub-continent and Tibet, although there are many examples to be found in the Middle East, such as Syria, Iran that once was Persia, and Iraq, and all over the Caucasus and beyond, showing that there is a continuum of shawm playing right across Asia. Many examples can be seen in the pages of the Russian Atlas of Musical Instruments by Vertkov et al. Indeed, we know that the shawm as we know it in India today was introduced there by the Persian Moghuls who conquered all that territory.



  
    Figure 6-1
    [image: Rgya-gling]
    Two Tibetan rgya-gling, left one complete, IX 28 with detail of staple, and another much older, missing that part, II 124a.
  


 

Many years ago I bought three Tibetan shawms, rgya-gling, (II 124a, b, and c) from Paxman, the french horn maker, when he was moving out of the old shop under the post office in Gerrard Street, Soho. Why he should have had these shawms among all the old brass instruments that hung on the walls all round the shop, I have no idea; perhaps, because the staples were missing and they had wide metal bells, he may have thought that they had been played with a brass mouthpiece! They are old instruments, probably dating from the late nineteenth century. IIa and b are a pair; each has a heavily-worn thumbhole and seven fingerholes, with a brass ring between each hole, and these rings are set alternatively with a coral and a turquoise. The body is wood with a cast brass ornamental ferrule round the head and a separate brass bell with cast brass and copper decoration similar to that of the long Tibetan trumpets. The bells of each are badly brass-rotted (dezincification), and that of a) was cleaned and experimentally protectively waxed by Harris Plating of Kings Cross [Fig. 6-1 with the complete example listed below]. It has been suggested that one of the prime causes of dezincification is the use of coal-gas lighting and heating, and certainly gas was much used in Paxman’s workshop for soldering, and perhaps originally for lighting. The bells of these Tibetan rgya-gling are made in one piece with an almost imperceptible longitudinal hard-soldered meander joint. The elaborate medial cast-copper flange round the middle part of the bell is purely decorative, though it would seem to be ancestral to the functional medial flange of the Chinese sona; perhaps the bells of Tibetan shawms were also in earlier times made in two sections, upper and lower, with the flange protecting the joint. The bodies are set into the bells, sometimes with wax to keep them airtight, and they are inserted into the bell from below so that they are also held in position by friction, as are the Chinese. These shawms are the main melodic instruments of the Tibetan monastic ensembles and they are always played in pairs.

The third of the ex-Paxman rgya-gling is in rather better condition, though again missing its staple and pirouette. The fingerholes are worn, but perceptibly less so, and the cast medial flange of the bell is slightly less obtrusive. There is a chain joining the top ferrule of the body to the bell, which is missing from the other two. It is close enough in appearance to the other two to make it unnecessary to illustrate it.

However, one other rgya-gling (IX 28) is much more worth showing, for it is complete and is a rather more recent example; it was bought from Tony Bingham [Fig. 6-1 with II 24a above and with its elaborate staple inset]. It is in much better condition than the other three, and it still has its staple, with the usual two large pierced silver balls and the very ornate pirouette, though all the jewels, which originally must have been larger than those of the other three, judging from their settings, are missing from the rings between the fingerholes. The second ring from the top is pierced for the thumbhole, unlike the three previous shawms, which manage to fit both the thumbhole and the next fingerhole between two rings. The balls, the pirouette, and the bottom plate are all loose on the staple, as is usual on the Tibetan instruments, but unlike those of Chinese shawms, which presumably were also loose in earlier times but are nowadays always soldered up solid. The staple is chained to a ferrule round the top of the instrument, and two further chains from the ferrule run loosely to two points on the bell. The bell is silvered with brass decoration including a third ring at the distal end, which is rolled over the end inwards to strengthen the end of the bell.



  
    Figure 6-2
    [image: Mvahli]
    Nepalese mvahli, shown obliquely from front with inset of thumbhole, X 56.
  


 

There are some quite different shawms in Nepal. One type is much the same as the type of shahnai that is used in Indian classical music, but another is quite different. I was able to buy both of these two types from Tony Bingham. The mvahli [Fig. 6-2 front and back] is clearly a derivative of the Tibetan rgya-gling but it is entirely differently made. It has rings between the fingerholes but these are of plaited rawhide, not of metal, and it has a much smaller metal bell. But it is sickle-shaped and it is made by splitting a piece of wood in half, gouging it out, and reuniting it with a waxed seam; the leather rings also would help to keep it together. It should have a staple and pirouette, but these are missing from my instrument (X 56). It has a high thumbhole on the convex side, above the highest ring, and there are eight holes on the concave side. The upper seven of these holes are very well worn and therefore must be fingerholes, but the lowest hole has no traces of wear, telling us that this is a vent rather than a fingerhole.



  
    Figure 6-3
    [image: Nepalese shahnai]
    Indian shahnai, V 48, and right an older Nepalese shawm similar to it, X 50.
  


 

The other type of shawm in Nepal (X 50), is slightly heavier than the modern Indian shahnai, shown beside it [Fig. 6-3 right]. The body is of thick wood, with a separate cast brass bell with four decorative ridges, held on to the body with red cloth lapping. The top of the body is slightly reduced, with a very shallow step just above the first fingerhole, which is evidence that it must originally have had a long metal sleeve over it, like that of the Indian shahnai shown beside it. The long copper staple is topped with a quadruplex reed of palm leaf or similar plant, with two pieces of leaf on each side of the windway. There is no pirouette. There are eight holes, the upper seven of which are fingerholes and the lowest is a vent. There is no thumbhole.

The modern Indian shahnai shown beside it on the left (V 48), is of turned, stained, and varnished wood, with a long white-bronze ferrule at the proximal end such as I suspect was originally fitted on the previous instrument, and a separate decorated metal bell. There are seven fingerholes, with no thumbhole and no vent, and it has a long staple with a large reed of flattened plant stem, and three spare reeds in a wooden holder. A metal mandrel for reed making, or for opening the stem of a flattened reed, is attached to the staple. This is the sort of shahnai that is used in north Indian classical music today, and also in much Indian film music, by players such as Bismillah Khan. It was a new and unused instrument, bought for me in a Bombay market (now Mumbai) by Professor Ronald Dore. One can hear clearly in recordings of Indian classical music that the reed is nowadays is held by the lips, like that of our oboe. This provides for much more subtle tone colour and tuning and parallels in musical development the changes of technique in our Renaissance period and those between shawm and oboe in our Baroque period.



  
    Figure 6-4
    [image: Indian shahnai]
    Two Indian shahnai, left I 184 perhaps from Kolkata, right brightly coloured, V 208.
  


 

There is a variety of other forms of shahnai in the Indian sub-continent, and unless one knows exactly whence they come it is difficult to know whether any individual instrument is from India, Pakistan or Bangladesh; hence the use of ‘Indian sub-continent’. One (V 208) that I found in an ordinary Indian shop, Bharneeta, selling clothes and other material in Hampstead Road in London, is very highly coloured, shown on the right in figure 6-4. It is of stained dark wood, and it is decorated with carved and painted rings, pink, yellow, green, and mauve. It has a separate wooden bottle-bell, eight fingerholes, the lowest probably a vent as above, and a long staple. Another (I 184), of plain wood, shown on the left, is in one piece with its bottle bell. The bore is quite narrow and there is a deep well for the long, narrow brass staple, which carries a wooden pirouette. It has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes, thus differing from those above. A very similar instrument in Anthony Baines’s collection came from the Kolkata (ex-Calcutta) area of West Bengal, so this may perhaps be the origin of mine also. I have no record of where I got it. The two are shown together for contrast.



  
    Figure 6-5
    [image: Sruti and nāgasvāram]
    South Indian sruti (drone shawm) I 178, and right nāgasvāram, I 190, sharing the same bell.
  


 

Some south Indian shawms are very much larger. South Indian, or Carnatic, music is very different from the North Indian tradition. North India was heavily influenced by the Persian Moghul invasion in the early sixteenth century, whereas Carnatic music represents much of the earlier, pre-Moghul strata of musical forms. Both depend on the rāga system, and to some extent it might be fair to say that although the two rāga systems vary between the two styles, it is the instrumentation that varies the more radically, and especially with the Carnatic stress on vocal performance of music. I 190, on the right in figure 6-5, is thought to be a nāgasvāram from southern India. It has seven fingerholes and five vents which are arranged with two on each side and one in the centre. It should have a metal bell similar to that on the instrument on the left (the one bell fits either instrument and is shown on both!), which is a drone shawm or sruti (I 178). They were bought together from Page Phillips in Kensington Church Street and they are therefore shown together. The sruti has two rough-cut holes low down on the body so that the drone pitch can be changed, using wax to stop the hole or holes that are not required, and there are two lower lateral vents immediately above a heavy turned baluster; the top of the body also has heavy decorative turning. The bell is of heavy cast brass which appears to have been painted gold. Although the bore was clearly reamed, the bottom of the bore is pentagonal in shape.

The drone is an essential feature of Indian music, both North and South, giving a continual pitch referent, with the result that tuning is far more precise than in Western music — ask anyone to sing a scale slowly, first alone and then referring each pitch to a tonic drone, and the second is always better in tune even for the ‘non-harmonic’ (non-common chord) pitches, though of course resulting in pure intonation or non-tempered tuning. In addition, as Nazir Jairazbhoy has pointed out in his book on Rāga, the presence of the drone creates tension, for the nearer music gets to a consonance, the more dissonant it becomes until finally it falls off the edge of the cliff, as it were, into consonance. It is dissonances that keep music moving, travelling always towards consonances, which are positions of rest, because dissonances are always seeking resolution, and it is the drone, steady against the melody, that provides both the dissonance and the tension that finally resolves and relaxes into consonance.



  
    Figure 6-6
    [image: Windcap shahnai]
    Modern windcap shahnai, shown with and without the cap, VIII 208.
  


 

My last Indian shawm is a modern oddity, a shahnai with a windcap that functions like that of a crumhorn (VIII 208), to keep the reed well away from any moisture from the mouth. The windcap here clearly derives from that of the Highland bagpipe practice chanter, which has a similar shape, and the fingerhole distribution and sizing is similar to that of the bagpipe’s chanter. The Scottish Highland bagpipe is now widely made and used in India, to the extent that it has displaced most of the indigenous types of bagpipe. The windcap on this instrument is a different wood from that of the body [Fig. 6-6 with and without the windcap]. With a little retuning of the fingerholes, these instruments proved popular with early music groups in Britain in the 1970s as treble windcap shawms, which used unjustifiably to be identified with the term rauschpfeif. It has a high thumbhole and seven fingerholes and two unusually wide lateral vents – vents are usually quite small, 4 or 5mm or less, but these are 9mm in diameter. Because the reed is within the windcap and is therefore inaccessible to any lip control, the sound is that of a true shawm, unlike those reproduction renaissance instruments which were described above. I can remember at least one of our performances with Musica Reservata when we used a pair of these instruments, with the BBC sound engineers frantically turning down the volume controls because this was the opening work of a broadcast Queen Elizabeth Hall concert. They had not heard it in rehearsal because they had been late in setting up.



  
    Figure 6-7
    [image: Horanāva]
    Singhalese horanāva, V 188.
  


 

South of India is the island of Sri Lanka, which we used to call Ceylon. The horanāva (V 188) has seven fingerholes and has a black-painted wooden body, slightly warped front to back, with yellow painted rings and other decoration between each fingerhole. It has a separate brass bell and a brass staple. A metal ring on a loose ferrule round the top of the body and another on the bell suggests that there may once have been a chain linking the two [Fig. 6-7]. This horanāva, and all others that I have seen, are much smaller than the Indian shahnai but this instrument, at least, is clearly closely related to it.


The Shawm in China


The rest of my expanding-bore shawms are Chinese, though they come from different places, one from Hong Kong, one from Taiwan, and three from mainland China, one of them south Chinese and two of them north, which differ in one respect. All Chinese sona have a metal bell, but the North Chinese bells are in one piece with a smooth curved flare, whereas the South Chinese are made in two parts, with the upper part following the expansion of the bore and with the lower part flared like a trumpet bell. The joint between the two parts is protected by a V-shaped projecting flange, both inside and outside the bell. The external flange is not elaborately decorated like the bells of Tibetan shawms, but is just a plain metal V-shape. Nevertheless, this, as well as several other features which are common to both north and south, very clearly derive from the Tibetan pattern. It is, of course, possible that the influence is reversed, and that the Tibetan rgya-gling elaborates features of the sona, but my suspicion is in favour of the Tibet to China direction, partly because the shawm seems to have arrived fairly late in China.



  
    Figure 8-1
    [image: Jina]
    Southern Chinese jina or haidi from Hong Kong, I 182, and right sona from Taiwan, V 84.
  


 

My first example is the one from Hong Kong (I 182), and it is, as one would expect from that location, the southern type [Fig 8-1 left]. This is a small instrument (the sona comes in different sizes so as to be played in different keys), and the brass bell is engraved Inalcy / HONG KONG; the wooden body has a faint similar mark. I was told that the local name was jina or haidi. As with all Chinese shawms, the body has a wavy outline which, to my eye, replicates in a more simple way the rings between each fingerhole of the rgya-gling, and certainly both the waves of the Chinese and the rings of the Tibetan shawms help the player to locate the fingerholes by feel. Each of the seven oval fingerholes lies in the valley between the ridges except for the thumbhole which lies on the ridge between the two uppermost fingerholes. Like some other shawms we have seen above, all Chinese shawms are pushed up through the bell until they jam, usually with some form of sealing compound to keep them in place – since this is inside the top of the bell and between it and the bottom of the body I have not risked disturbing it by trying to see what it is made of. Each part of the bell has a longitudinal seam and the bottom of the bell is rolled over to strengthen it. The staple has a pirouette and below that there are two small pierced brass balls. These, as on all Chinese shawms that I’ve seen, are all soldered into place, rather than being loose on the staple like the Tibetan balls, and the pirouette is flat and plain, not with a downward-projecting skirt as the pirouette is in Tibet. I have no record of whence I got it.

The Taiwanese sona (V 84) is similar save that it is larger; the bell is of copper rather than brass; the staple has no balls on it; and the pirouette is missing, although the staple has a narrow ring soldered round it as a pirouette rest [Fig 8-1 right]. The bottom of the bell is rolled over but inadequately, and the bell is somewhat crumpled as a result; the copper is of quite thin sheet. A paper label stuck inside the bell reads: Handmade in Taiwan / Republic of China. It is a cheap instrument, and it was bought in a Chinese shop in Cleveland, Ohio back in 1970, when I was driven from New York to Grinnell College in Iowa to become a Visiting Professor there.



  
    Figure 8-2
    [image: Sona]
    South Chinese sona, V 190, and two North Chinese sona, the last turned to show the thumbhole, VI 194 and uncatalogued.
  


 

A much better quality sona is the first from the mainland (V 190), again similar in all respects save that the wood is brown rather than black and has the same wavy profile, and that while the two balls are soldered to the staple there is only a trace of where the pirouette rest was soldered and the pirouette itself is missing [Fig 8-2 left]. Four Chinese characters are cast in the metal of the bell, but they are so worn that only that at the top left can be read: “on the side of a river”. It was bought from David Robinson.

The first of the Northern Chinese sona (VI 154) was bought new from Raymond Man, a dealer in Chinese instruments of all sorts in London, and a useful source for reeds and also for the membrane that adds a buzz to Chinese flutes [Fig 8-2 centre]. A paper label has, both in Chinese characters and in English, MADE IN CHINA. The bell of course has no flange since it was made in one piece, with a faint longitudinal meander seam. The fingerholes are round, rather than oval, and there is a ferrule of brass scrim at the top of the body. The plain staple is without balls and it has a loose pirouette with holes for an attachment cord which was missing but has been replaced. It, the next, and the previous sona are shown together in figure 8-2.

Another very recently acquired Northern sona has a thumbhole and seven fingerholes, again with the thumbhole on the ridge, all of the holes oval. The bell is of white bronze and stuck to it with sellotape is a plastic bag with three spare reeds in it. The pirouette is a disc of plastic. It also is shown in figure 8-2 (right), so that the thumbhole can be seen.

Shawms are also played in Korea and to a much lesser extent in Japan, but regrettably I have no examples of either. In South Korea much of the traditional Chinese court and temple music survives from before the Cultural Revolution destruction of the old Chinese customs and practices, but whether shawms are also used in the North I have no idea.

We should now turn back and look at the cylindrical-bore shawms.
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